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Lesson Plan, Unit Plan and Curriculum 
Mapping Design for K-12 Chinese Classes 

- taking Easy Steps to Chinese for example 
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 Why do we need to know these 
things? 
n  An important way to communicate with language directors 

and district directors  

n  Make a practical and cost-saving plan for your classes 
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What is curriculum guide, unit plan, 
lesson plan, and curriculum mapping? 

Intended 
Curriculum 

Curriculum 
Guide 

Unit Plan 

Lesson 
Plan 

Implemented 
curriculum 

Curriculum 
Map 
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The Theory Behind These Designs 

n  BACKWARD DESIGN 

n  Understanding by Design, by Grant Wiggins & 
Jay McTighe 2005 by Pearson Education and 
the Association for Supervision & Curriculum 
Development. 

n  One starts with the end - the desired results 
(goals or standards) - and then derives the 
curriculum from the evidence of learning 
(performances) called for by the standard 
and the teaching needed to equip students to 
perform (Wiggins and McTighe, 2000, page 
8). 
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n The Backward Design Process 

n  Identify desired results 

n  Determine acceptable evidence 

n  Plan learning experiences and instruction. 
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From UbD template to plans 
designed for languages 
 
 n How to adapt the 5Cs and language mode into 

plans and curriculum mapping? 

skills 

Interpretive 

Listening 

Reading 

Interpersonal Person-Person 

Presentational 

speaking 

writing 
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From UbD template to plans 
designed for languages 
 
 n How to adapt the 5Cs and language mode into 

plans and curriculum mapping? 

Content 
Knowledge 

Content/
Context 

Language 
mode 

vocab 

grammar 

Culture 

Comparisons 

Communities 

Connections 
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Terms and where to find 
corresponding contents 

n Enduring Understanding – big picture 

n Essential Questions 

n National Standards – the 5Cs 

n Content Knowledge – students will know 

n Assessment 

n Essential Materials/Resources 

n Skills – students will be able to – ACTFL Can-Do 
Statements 
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•  Knowledge 
•  Comprehension 
•  Application 
•  Analysis 
•  Synthesis 
•  Evaluation 

BLOOM’S TAXONOMY  
ACTION VERBS 
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How to save efforts?  

n 1) Find the right textbooks! 
n  Systematically designed 

n  With learning objectives 

n  With activities 

n  With teacher’s handbooks and workbooks 
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How to save efforts?  

n 2) Design in order 

 

Curriculum 
Guide Unit Plan Lesson Plan Curriculum 

Mapping 
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Some Useful Tips 

n  Include enough specifics to make it useful (so it “tells” you 
something upon reflection) 

n  Use specific vocabulary vs. vague/generic terms 

n  Don’t write too much! 

n  No need to write out complete activities 

n  Your curriculum map reflects what actually occurs in your 
classroom. 
n  Reality is “messy” 
n    May not be a “pretty” document 
n    That’s ok! 
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Thanks! 

Xiwen Lu 
Brandeis University 
xiwenlu@brandeis.edu 
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