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Hybrid Teaching Model

4 synchronous days

Collaborative task-based activities
plus online individual presentation
& feedback sessions

In class learning

+ 1 asynchronous day 
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Rationale: why asynchronous?

• Students can have a break from in-class intensive 
meetings every day. 
• Students can work at their own pace, at their 

convenient time and in a pressure-free environment. 
• Break through the space limitation of the classroom.
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Rationale: why task-based activities? 

TBLL (Task-based language learning) is an approach in 
which learning revolves around the completion of 
meaningful tasks. In the TBL approach, the main focus is 
the authentic use of language for genuine communication.

Richards, J. C. and Rodgers, T. (2015). Approaches and Methods in Language 
Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 3rd edition.
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Rationale: why collaborative activities?

• It provides a great opportunity for students to create 
bonds with classmates and learn from each other.
•  It makes the activities more fun and holds them more

accountable because it affect their partner as well.
• It encourages student collaboration and improves their 

Chinese interpersonal communication. 
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Rationale: why individual session?
• Personalized feedback: Students can receive detailed and 

actionable feedback on areas where they need to focus on, 
such as grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, or fluency, 
which can help them improve their overall performance in 
the course. 
• Teaching adjustment: Teachers get a better understanding 

of each student’s strengths, weaknesses, and progress, and 
making adjustments in our teaching methodology, 
resources, and activities. 
• Increasing confidence: Students don't have to worry about 

speaking in front of a large group. This can help shy or 
introverted students gain confidence in their language 
abilities.
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• Making phone calls in Chinese
• Designing a poster of an activity
• Creating a brochure for Chinese tourists
• Interviewing Chinese speakers
• Visiting art gallery to appreciate art product
• Finding an apartment in China
• Exploring a Chinese city virtually
• Buying a snack online
• Making digital stories or comic books
• Making a cooking video

Task-based Activities



YALE UNIVERSITY2023 NECLTA



YALE UNIVERSITY2023 NECLTA

买零食 buying snacks on a Chinese website
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Assessment
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Rubric
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Student Feedback on Hybrid Learning
• “It is a good flow for the class to learn lots of grammar and vocab during the 4 days on 

and then demonstrate and put together that knowledge in the Friday asynchronous day”.
• “It gives us time to interact with other students and practice using Chinese in a variety of 

practical situations. “
• “The asynch lessons help me develop my conversation skills and real-life necessities.”
• “It works very nicely to cap off the week's learning in a fun and interactive way. It also 

prevents burnout.”
• “We learn at least as much if not more than in one additional class section, especially 

when it comes to applying our knowledge in a new context simulating daily life.”
• “It gives students time to process the information they have learned all week long and can 

serve as a "brain-break" given that Chinese 130 is a rigorous course.  “
• “I learn best by doing assignments, so when we learn new words, creating dialogues or 

other assignments and sharing them is very helpful for solidifying them in my memory.”
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• “It adds variety and gives us a different way to learn every once in a while.”
• “It makes class more exciting and lets us have new Chinese experiences. “
• “It gives us a chance to practice more self-based learning which forces us to practice 

on our own instead of relying on guidance in class. “
• “it allows us to apply words that we learned in a writing format. I feel like if we 

didn’t have that asynchronous class, I wouldn’t know the vocab as well.”
• “I think it’s important to practice using Chinese creatively and not strictly within the 

context of lessons. Working on these projects made me feel more capable in my use of 
Chinese.”

• “It gave us the chance to use what we learned in class time in a real situation, not 
just with content from a textbook, which a 5-day in-person class would not give us. It 
also allows us to interact in Chinese in a different, non-classroom setting e.g. 
introduces us to speaking to each other in Chinese outside of class.”

Student Feedback on Hybrid Learning
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Challenges

• Heavy workload

• Insufficient time

• Difficulty in finding a time to work in pair

• Technical issue
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Outcome
• Students have improved and expanded their vocabulary through the meaningful tasks. They not 

only demonstrate intermediate-level language proficiency, but can employ the language more 
creatively. 

• Students have developed their interpretive, interpersonal and presentational communication 
skills, especially their interpersonal communication skills, through the weekly collaborations with 
their peers. 

• Students are more confident in using language in real world situations instead of just in the 
classroom after surfing on the Chinese websites, reading reviews by native speakers, and 
interviewing native speakers. 

• Students have improved their intercultural competence through interactions with native speakers 
and exposure to the authentic materials. They exhibit awareness of Chinese culture products, 
practice, and perspectives.

• Students get to know and learn from classmates they didn’t interact with much in class. They are 
able to work effectively in diverse and collaborative environments.

• Students take more initiative and ownership of learning since the asynchronous class allows 
students to work at their own pace, at their convenient time and in a pressure-free environment. 
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