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" Speak more fluently and confidently
S Expand vocabulary & reading power

?  Discuss deeper topics

m Understand fast-paced native speech in videos, podcasts, and real
conversations

Prepare for proficiency tests
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Score (1-5)

N

3.18

Self-Assessment of Chinese Skills (Average)

3.24

Average Benchmark
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20. Which of the following activities do you think helped you enhance these abilities?
(23 #E1H)

* Pre-class preview videos 15 (65.2%)
» Completing independent
13 (56.5%)
* Adopting a "mentorship” 16 (69.6%)
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E.’. You have 1 unread conversation
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Open Edit Assign Groups Delete

Lol

Analytics

View original web page

Overall progress

@ Posted comments (90.9%)
) Accessed content but no comments (6.8%)
@ Content not accessed (2.3%)

99 comments, Q questions, ) unanswered questions
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Open Edit Assign Groups Delete

Lol

Analytics

View original web page

Overall progress

. Posted comments (86.4%)
. Accessed content but no comments (6.8%)
@ Content not accessed (6.8%)

81 comments, 3 questions, 3 unanswered questions
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Learning from Whei Yin Lin: Discover and Honor Your True Nature
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Am I--Chinese? — An ldentity Reflection of a Chinese American
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Many Voices, One Writing: Chinese Characters as a
Bridge for Ethnic Integration
A 2

Southern Accents, Northern Tones:
How Voices Shape Identity Across China

N

Minimalism, Temple Coffee
Are Young Chinese People Redefining Lifestyle Aesthetics?
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14. The content of the teacher's presentation is very beneficial for my understanding of the culture,

society, and history of the Chinese-speaking community.
(22 F[E1T)

@ Strongly Agree
® Agree

© Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree




13. The teacher's oral presentation is very helpful for me to learn how to give formal reports in

Chinese.
(22 &ME8)

@ Strongly agree
® Agree

@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree




* “It was a great experience to see so many different presentations on a diverse set of
topics. It helped me imagine what types of topics I could research for my

independent research project.”

* “I'really enjoyed listening to all the topics that the teachers presented. It made me
appreciate more of Chinese culture and their identity as a Chinese person. I also

liked it provided a good example of what our final project should be like.”
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Stage 1: Daily Paragraph Writing (Weeks 1-3)

As part of the daily routine, students wrote a short paragraph each day, focusing on practical contexts such as
writing a letter, giving advice, or summarizing and commenting on a text. These accessible tasks lowered the
threshold for writing, provided manageable practice, and helped students build habits and confidence.

Stage 2: Thematic Short Essays (Weeks 4-5)

Students expanded to 400-word essays. | introduced documentaries, music, and poetry closely related to textbook
themes, encouraging students to engage critically with authentic cultural materials. For example, students reflected
on environmental documentaries or compared Chinese and Western poems on homesickness. This stage helped
students strengthen organization, critical reflection, and intercultural comparison.

Stage 3: Independent Research Paper (Weeks 6-8)

In the final stage, students selected a feasible, interest-driven topic within their linguistic capacity and
completed a 2,000-3,000-character report. To ensure depth, they were required to consult at least
two Chinese-language sources in addition to English references.



Please use at least 3 vocabulary words and 2 structures from below. Minimum 300 characters but feel free
to write as many as you want, and you will receive feedback from your teachers. You can either type or hand
write. If you want to type, please type it in a Word document and upload it so that the teacher can easily
make corrections on Word. Please use double space.

FO—THRERR, SF455, EPERRENIE, BALRS, JR2BAERNEZFIRFERITHEE
XE, JLARANTERFRERFECEPENIE., 2, BEEEHFZ2—HFELOEN, LTREBER
XETEMESAES, PALAIFBBERAIMRIN,. BirLttS—IRFilfF.



Please use at least 3 vocabulary words and 2 structures from below. Minimum 400 characters but feel free
to write as many as you want, and you will receive feedback from your teachers. You can either type or hand
write. Please use double space.

ERAOXHAE, ARBERM B L "OER? MADIEER. 5. B, B¥. BFF, G TERIMERBOA
NEB—TENAB(content), FFERATHRZH2HFNZB. MMARERERANZBID? X MERE
fREUXACERIAIT? HtA?

MRRARTZHENER, MEJR—R (E2) IWRANERINET (BRE) , RRAWUXEITHN
BiE, ATe—TRXEFNPFEARRATLAXLER,

5 BRME, BN, B BR. KT 5. R

183 ...concrete example... iz &t inBE/ R/ RIN.... Ath..., B(FR)#L.... ...abstract concept.. RINTE...
concrete example... b . FEANRR/IRS/I8MN/..., BhIRE + RB/IRS/18M/.... An;ZEB(BA)

positive adj.



(1) BERBEIIGFEBIEIEA T BMFERIOEERIAVMSKMEESN .. The daily paragraph writing
practice improved my ability to express ideas using newly learned vocabulary and grammar.
(24 £E18)

15

10

1(4.2%) 1(4.2%)



(2) BEEE)IHFILBRESERNABEMMIEEE, The daily paragraph writing practice made me less
afraid or reluctant to write in Chinese.
(26 k(EO18)

15

10

1(3.8%)

1 2 3



* The everyday post-class essay was most responsible for my progress. It was the
perfect length to not be stressful, but still a substantial assignment. It was also a

great opportunity to experiment with grammar.

» At the very beginning | think the daily short paragraphs were painful but in hindsight
very beneficial.

¢ . - | also think that having to write 400-word essays helped both my writing and
reading skills.
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BOOK CHAPTER
Developing Advanced CFL Learners’ Academic Writing Skills: Theory and Practice

Wang, Yang ; Yu, Li; Ye, Zhengdao
Lot T The Palgrave Handbook of Chinese Language Studies, 2022, p.775-812

H;mdh(;uk of
Chinese ) )
Language Available Online »

Studies

Other chapters of the same book (50) >
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Autonomy and Interest
Cultural and Intellectual Exploration
Language Development

Key Takeaways

Confidence and Accomplishment

Instructor Feedback and Mentorship

Constructive Challenge



18. At the beginning of the program, we asked you to evaluate your own autonomous and
independent learning abilities. Do you think your ability to study Chinese autonomously
and independently has improved through this summer program?

(23 &EI1H)

@ Strongly agree
® Agree

© Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree




Why do you feel this way?

I feel more secure and motivated.

I learned how to break down aspects of language learning into various, more realistic, segments and goals
that can be attained.

It‘s hard to reinvent the wheel, I think coming to Middlebury made me more motivated to study on my
own.

I have learnt how to study more efficiently.

Regardless of whether structure was provided by way of topic presentation videos or not, we still had
plenty of opportunity to create our own approaches and observe what styles of learning were the most
effective for us.

I think my ability was already very strong, but the program introduced me to new resources and
techniques to continue studying.

I still feel like autonomous learning is still very hard for me, but this program helped me create really
good learning habits.

I have developed a clear strategy in my head as to how to continue my learning after Middlebury.
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mailto:kangzhou@mit.edu

