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Rationale

• Enhancing translingual and transcultural 
proficiency

• Replacing traditional exams with community 
engagement projects

• Building and serving the Chinese-speaking 
community



Course Design

• Textbook: Wang, Jing, Xi 
Tian, Lens on China: 
Intermediate and 
Advanced Readings on 
Film for Learning 
Chinese, Hong Kong 
University Press, 2020

• “Performed Culture 
Approach” (PCA): 
students select, analyze, 
and perform cultural 
events/situations

• Service-Learning: 
Collaboration with Foster 
Grandparents program of 
ABCD. Weekly meetings 
with Chinese elders.

• Final Assessment: “A 
Chinese Movie Night” at 
the senior center.



《重返20岁》"Miss Granny”

老年歧视age discrimination against seniors, 孝顺 filial piety, 家庭关系family relationship, 流行音乐pop music, 理想主义idealism

《幸福时光》"Happy Times”

底层社会underclass, 阶级固化class solidification, 残障人士people with disabilities

《喜宴》"The Wedding Banquet”
同性恋LGBTQ, 面子 face, 出柜 to come out, 传宗接代 to have a son to carry on the family name

《亲爱的》"Dearest”
离婚divorce, 拐卖儿童child abduction, 城乡差别urban-rural divide

《别告诉她》"The Farewell”

文化冲击cultural shock, 代沟generation gap, family relationship, 文化身份认同cultural identity

《滚蛋吧！肿瘤君》”Go Away Mr. Tumour”
中国式亲情Chinese family affection、职场文化workplace culture、医患关系doctor-patient relationship



Course Structure (1):
Pre-class 1: Watch the film, learn the vocabulary (Part 1), complete the pre-class assignment on Canvas.

Meeting 1: Quiz 1, Comprehension check, student Q&A, Text (Part 1) 

Pre-class 2: complete after-class assignments on Canvas, learn the vocabulary (Part 2) 

Meeting 2: Quiz 2, Narration in conversation, Character and Theme discussion. Text (Part 2)

Pre-class 3: Read film reviews in Chinese. Write scene dialogues and analysis

Meeting 3: “Acting Out”

Pre-class 4: prepare discuss questions

Meeting 4: Student-led discussion

Post-class Project



• Course Structure (2)



Weekly 
Service-
Learning  
Activities DISCUSSION TOPICS: GIFTING AND 

BANQUET ETIQUETTE, FILIAL PIETY, 
REGIONAL DISPARITY IN CHINA

STUDENT REFLECTIONS 
INCORPORATING VOCABULARY 
AND GRAMMAR FROM FILMS





Final 
Project: 
Chinese 

Movie 
Night

Planning and presenting a movie in 
low-income Chinese housing 
communities

Steps: selecting themes, preparing 
scenes, creating keywords list, 
drafting discussion questions, 
designing bilingual flyers













Coordination 
and Logistics

Coordination with community 
organizers

Handling logistics: 
transportation, check-ins, 
food, and snacks



Outcomes 
for 

Students

Improved translingual and 
transcultural skills

Authentic engagement 
and real-world application

Evaluation based on 
individual progress



Outcomes 
for 
Community 
Elders

Enrichment of daily life

Intergenerational 
connections

Sharing cultural heritage
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