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Connection and Inspiration: A Look Back at the 13th NECLTA Annual Conference

The 13th Annual New England Chinese Language Teachers Association (NECLTA) Conference

took place on October 5, 2024, at Tufts University’s Joyce Cummings Center, themed “Voices of
Identity: Language, Culture, and Perspectives in a Changing World.” It attracted 148 participants

from six New England states and several others, including New York and China.

This year’s conference featured over 60 submissions from the U.S., China, and the U.K.,
focusing on areas such as reading instruction, advanced teaching strategies, and K-12 education.
The high quality of submissions highlighted New England’s role as a vibrant hub for Chinese
language education.
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NECLTA’s Executive Director, Dr. Mingquan Wang, hosted the conference, with Professor
Susan Napier delivering the opening speech. Throughout the year, NECLTA continued to
advance Chinese language education, inviting Professor Wenhao Diao for a workshop on
diversity, collaborating with the China Institute for an online teacher certification course, and
organizing a three-week professional development course in Beijing with Beijing Normal
University.

Professor Agnes Weiyun He served as the keynote speaker, addressing the challenges faced by
K-16 language teachers and advocating for the importance of foreign language education in
developing socially responsible citizens. Professor He’s speech inspired every teacher in the
room, helping them realize that they are empowered agents with the responsibility and ability to
drive the growth of Chinese language education.

After a lunch at Dewick Dining Hall, the awards ceremony began with comments from current
president Yang Wang and president-elect Hongyun Sun. The awards honored several teachers,
including Luping He (Harvard), Hua Dong (Northeastern), and Wenhua Du (Worcester
Polytechnic Institute) with the 2nd NECLTA Teaching Innovation Award. The K-12
Participation and Contribution Award recognized ten outstanding teachers, while Longhua Hu
received the Special Contribution Award, and Professor Wayne Wenchao He was honored with
the Lifetime Achievement Award.

The afternoon featured two roundtable discussions: one on “Opportunities and Challenges of
Teaching Chinese in the Al Era,” moderated by Professor Lei Yan, and another on “Sharing
Experiences from Chinese Teacher Training Programs,” moderated by Ting Gao. Roundtable
discussions emphasized the integration of Al technology in teaching and shared valuable
experiences from teacher training programs.

Post-conference surveys showed participants found the organization and presentations engaging,
with particular praise for Professor He’s keynote. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive,
highlighting the affordable membership fee, excellent location, and unique benefits offered by
NECLTA.

We extend our gratitude to Tufts University for its support of Chinese language education,
NECLTA, and our annual conference. Additionally, NECLTA expresses its gratitude to CLTA
for providing PD funding support for this year’s conference, as well as to the North American
branch of Beijing Language and Culture University Press (Phoenix Tree Publishing), Middlebury
Chinese School, Vista Higher Learning, FETI Travel, and Kung Fu Tea at Davis Square for their
sponsorship of the event.
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