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Taking it to the Next Level: Remembering NECLTA's Twelfth Annual Conference
Reported by NECLTA's Lei Yan, Xi-Wen Lu, and Wei Liu

The New England Chinese Language Teachers' Association (NECLTA) 12th Annual
International Conference on Teaching Chinese as a Second Language was held on September 30,
2023 at the Joyce Cummings Center at Tufts University. The theme of the conference was
"Bridging Cultures, Empowering Minds." Nearly 140 participants from six New England states,
as well as from New York, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, and Tennessee, attended the
conference. More than thirty teachers shared their experiences with and approaches to a variety
of topics, including reading instruction, cross-cultural communication, literature instruction,
grammatical studies, and empirical studies of second language acquisition. In addition to the
many presentations and two roundtable discussions held in the afternoon, this year’s conference
featured a new session with two concurrent workshop-style presentations.

The conference was moderated by NECLTA Executive Director Wang Mingquan, and
Charles Inouye, department chair of the International Literary and Cultural Studies at Tufts
University, delivered an opening address. As an expert in Japanese literature, professor Inouye



studied at Fudan University and has a deep understanding of Ming Dynasty vernacular novels.
Prof. Inouye introduced the department of International Literary and Cultural Studies,
emphasized the importance of internationalization and language teaching at Tufts University,
especially Chinese language teaching, and expressed Tufts University's consistent support for the
conference. This is the seventh time Tufts University has hosted the NECLTA annual
conference. He pointed out that Chinese language teachers are even more important in the
context of the current tension in U.S.-China relations. We should do all what we can to bridge
the two cultures, educating the next generation to dare to search for the truth and to solve the
difficult problems facing international communication. He looked forward to our association's
efforts to promote Chinese language teaching in New England. Finally, he wished the teachers a
happy Mid-Autumn Festival and a successful conference in Chinese.

At the beginning of the conference, Wang Yang, the president of NECLTA, summarized the
development of the association over the past year and mentioned that both the number of
members and submissions to the conference have reached new highs. This year, the conference
received more than 60 submissions from the U.S., China, and Singapore. President Wang Yang
emphasized the mission of NECLTA: to provide a platform for equal and mutual support,
exchange of experience, and more job opportunities for teachers. She reported that this year
NECLTA organized two workshops and four general lectures on Chinese culture in cooperation
with the China Institute, as well as awarding PDP certificates to 76 teachers. In addition, the
Association established the Teacher's Certificate Award, which aims to give encouragement to
teachers to prepare lessons and reward Chinese teachers for their hard work in teaching. The
Association also created the Mentor-Mentee Program, and this year, ten novice teachers were
chosen to be paired with ten experienced teachers to grow and improve together. Finally,
President Wang Yang introduced and thanked the board members.

After the president's speech, Longhua Hu from Brown University introduced the guest
speaker of this conference, Professor Jianhua Bai. Professor Bai is currently a tenured professor
at Kenyon University in the U.S, and he has served as chair of the department of Modern
Languages and Literatures and director of the Asian and Middle East Studies. He also served as
the director of the Chinese School at Middlebury College Language Schools from 2002 to 2017.
Professor Bai currently serves as board member to The International Society for Chinese
Language Teaching, and as senior advisor (flagship curriculum) for American Council of
International Education chairing the AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam Development
Committee. Professor Bai discussed how to develop and test students' intercultural
communicative competence based on ACTFL's intercultural communicative competence (ICC)
standards and how to improve curriculum design. The cultivation of ICC is an important part of
the international Chinese language teaching curriculum. He pointed out that most students still
need to improve their sociolinguistic competence and strategic competence. Professor Bai then
discussed how to cultivate students' intercultural communicative competence in international
Chinese language teaching and shared his teaching experience and a software for teaching,
showing how to emphasize the learning of language elements and effectively integrate the
cultivation of intercultural communicative competence in international Chinese language
teaching.

This year’s conference was well received by attendees from the Chinese teaching and
learning community. Thirty-two K-12 teachers received their PDPs from Tufts University as a
result of attending the conference, and a post-conference survey showed that attendees generally

10



found the conference well-organized, the presentations exciting, the keynote address by
Professor Bai inspiring, and that they benefitted from the on-site communications with other
colleagues; 100% of the participants found it a pleasant experience and thanked NECLTA for
providing an opportunity for Chinese language educators in K-16 to have a face-to-face
exchange.

Finally, we would like to express our special thanks to Tufts University, the organizer of the
conference, for their tremendous support of the NECLTA conference. We are grateful to Wang
Mingquan and other Tufts colleagues for their support and services. In addition, NECLTA would
like to thank the CLTA General Assembly for providing PD fund support for this year's
conference, as well as the Phoenix Tree Publishing, EA Education Consulting and Services,
Harvest International Education, Vista Higher Learning, and Kung Fu Tea for sponsoring the
conference.
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