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How	much	do	students	need	to	
understand	to	answer	these	

ques$ons?	

How	can	students	develop	strong	
reading	skills	in	Chinese?	

1.	Develop	vocabulary.			
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Pre-AP	Class	Vocab	Development	

• Vocab	supplement	through	thema$c	unit	

– Survey	in	the	beginning	of	each	unit	asking	
students	about	topics	they	want	to	learn	of	the	
unit	

– Sample	Assignment	

• Reading/listening	with	story	wri$ng	using	
YepChinese	

– Students’	choice	of	topics	

Pre-AP	Class	Vocab	Development	

• Vocab	supplement	through	thema$c	unit	

– Survey	in	the	beginning	of	each	unit	asking	
students	about	topics	they	want	to	learn	of	the	
unit	

– Unit	7	电脑和⺴络:	(Vocabulary	Building)	
Sample	Assignment		

– Unit	7	电脑和⺴络:	(Presenta$onal	Speaking)	
Summa$ve	Assessment	

– Student	Sample	
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Pre-AP	Class	Vocab	Development	

• Reading/listening	with	story	wri$ng	using	
YepChinese	

– Students’	choice	of	topics	

– Quan$ty	and	quality	

– (Hardcopy)	Student	Sample	

AP	Class:	How	to	study	vocab	

• Appropriate	amount:	HSK	5	(2500)	

• Homework	amount:	Currently	25/day	

• Student	survey:	“The	best	method	for	YOU	to	
study	vocab”		

– 90%	of	students:	making	sentences	
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AP	Class	Develop	Vocabulary		
	

•  Example	of	a	daily	homework	

•  Resources	to	make	sentences:	Purple	Culture	

• Student	Sample	

• WeChat	recording	

• Quiz	the	day	a`er:	T	reading	full	sentence	in	Ch.;	
S	wri$ng	down	Pinyin+Eng.	for	vocab.	

AP	Class	Reinforce	Vocab	Studying	

• Complement	with	reading	

– JoyReader	WawaYaya	

– ReadChinese	

– Hanyufeng	Series	of	books	

– Level	Chinese:	Reading+Assessment	

– ppzuowen	
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Baseline	Reading	Assessment	

Mastertrack	through	Level	Chinese:	

	

AP	Class:	Develop	Vocabulary	
Future	Planning	

a. In	April:	summary	of	vocab	

Focus	on	verbs:		

• 表（⾯，明，现）	

• 平（衡，均，等）	

a. Mid-year	student	survey:	Next	year	to	make	
vocab	into	reading	comp	
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How	can	students	develop	strong	
reading	skills	in	Chinese?	

1.	Develop	vocabulary.			

2.	Build	comfort	looking	at	
Chinese	text	through	
extensive	reading.			

Intensive	vs.	Extensive	Reading	
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How	does	it	feel	when	you	don’t	
recognize	the	characters?	

How	does	it	feel	when	you	don’t	
recognize	the	characters?	
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How	does	it	feel	when	you	don’t	
recognize	the	characters?	

Book	Talk	Project	
Step 1: Choose a book that interests you. For this term, groups should have 2-3 
members. 

Step 2: For each chapter/section of the book, each group member must choose a job 
from the job list. For each section, there MUST be a discussion director, and that role 
should be shared equally throughout the term. (Jobs: discussion director, summarizer, 
wordsmith, cartographer, bridge builder) 

Step 3: Read! We will have literacy circles each day 7 during term 3 (after our lab time). 
You should come to class having read the section and completed your assignment 
(based on your role). We will have some reading time in class as well, but you will need 
to complete any sections you do not finish at home. You will hold the discussion in class 
and videotape a segment to submit to me. 

Step 4: Because all of the books are different lengths, some groups will finish their books 
earlier than others. Once you finish a book, you will select a new one to read together.  

Adapted for Chinese from Kristy Placido, Círculos de la literatura 
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How	can	students	develop	strong	
reading	skills	in	Chinese?	

1.  Develop	vocabulary.	
2.  Build	comfort	looking	at	

Chinese	text.		
3.  Teach	students	to	

access	the	skills	they	
already	have	–	because	
they	are	fluent	readers	
of	their	first	language.		

Good	readers…	

•  Have	a	purpose	for	reading	
•  Preview	the	text	
•  Make	predic$ons	and	check	
their	accuracy	

•  Read	for	specific	informa$on	

•  Use	context	clues	
•  Reread	to	check	their	
comprehension	

																																																		

(Cordón	&	Day,	1996)	
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Developing	Reading	Skills	

1.	Model!	
– Skimming	
– Scanning	(look	for	a	key	word)	
– Determining	meaning	from	context	
– Read	aloud/think	aloud	

2.	Scaffold	

3.	Prac$ce!	

First	Reading:	Skim	for	the	MAIN	
IDEA.	Don’t	look	up	words.		

Summarize	the	main	idea	of	this	part	in	
1-2	sentences	in	English.		
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Sample	Reading:	Chinese	1	

⺩美英是⼀个美国学⽣。	她今年⼗六岁。她
的家在美国的Massachusets.	
⺩美英的家有四个⼈:	她的爸爸，妈妈，姐
姐，还有她。她的爸爸妈妈都是⽼师。她的
姐姐是⼤学⽣。	
⺩美英是⼀个很好的学⽣，可是她没有很多
朋友。不是因为她⼈不好，	是因为她很害
羞。她不喜欢说话。她很喜欢看书，	在学校
的时候不想跟同学聊天，只喜欢看她喜欢的
书。	
	

Second	Reading:	SCAN	FOR	SPECIFIC	INFORMATION.	Look	up	
words	if	you	need	to	in	order	to	answer	these	true/false	

ques9ons.		

1.  _____	Wang	Meiying	is	probably	a	high	
school	student.		

2.  _____	Wang	Meiying’s	parents	are	teachers.		
3.  _____	Wang	Meiying	is	very	popular	and	

outgoing.		
4.  _____	Wang	Meiying	is	not	a	very	good	

student.		
5.  _____	Wang	Meiying	likes	to	read.		
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THIRD	READING:	TOTAL	COMPREHENSION.	Try	
to	read	the	chapter	out	loud.	Re-read	your	

summary	from	part	1.	Are	there	any	mistakes?	If	
there	are,	fix	them.	Look	up	any	words	you	s9ll	
don’t	know.	Define	them	in	the	space	below.		

	

Sample	Reading:	Chinese	1	

⺩美英是⼀个美国学⽣。	她今年⼗六岁。她的家
在美国的Massachusets.	

⺩美英的家有四个⼈:	她的爸爸，妈妈，姐姐，
还有她。她的爸爸妈妈都是⽼师。她的姐姐是⼤
学⽣。	
⺩美英是⼀个很好的学⽣，可是她没有很多朋
友。不是因为她是不好的⼈，	是因为她很害羞。
她不喜欢说话。她很喜欢看书，	在学校的时候不
想跟同学聊天，只喜欢看她喜欢的书。	
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Developing	Reading	Skills	

1.	Model!	
– Skimming	
– Scanning	(look	for	a	key	word)	
– Determining	meaning	from	context	
– Read	aloud/think	aloud	

2.	Scaffold	

3.	Prac$ce!	
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